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Which inhuman monster did
this?
Ties rubber band so tightly on cat's neck, it eats into flesh

Report and picture
By Teh Jen Lee

FROM far it looks like a red collar around the cat's neck. But you're
actually looking at her flesh.

Somebody was cruel enough to wind four rubber bands tight
around her neck.

For days, the bands ate into her skin, cutting off blood circulation.
Left alone, she would have died a slow and agonising death.

But Mr Suppiah G, 70, a pensioner who
regularly feeds strays in his neighbourhood,
found her near the Marsiling estate market
on Tuesday night. He recognised the cat
because he used to feed her often. She was
lying on her side, weak with hunger.

He said: 'She had gone missing for a few
days. She probably couldn't eat the whole
time because it was too painful to swallow.'

With the help of another man, he removed four rubber bands and
hoped there were no more embedded in the flesh.

'The rubber bands were red so it was hard to see. Also they were
very tight. It's a very sad thing, people shouldn't do this to these
poor creatures,' he said.

FOURTH CAT TO SUFFER THIS ABUSE

He has seen three other cats suffering in the same way over the
past two years.

Two of them let him remove the rubber bands, but they still died,
probably from infections.

'I know the cleaners so they told me they found the bodies. What
to do, I couldn't afford to take them to a vet,' said the former
safety officer.

He couldn't take them home either because he and his wife have
health problems.

As for animal welfare groups, he didn't want to burden them again
because they had helped him treat or adopt strays in the past.

He said: 'I know they are also stretched for resources so I feel bad
if I keep going to them. I thought I would just do what I could on
my own.'

But when he found the latest victim, he decided to speak up. He
called The New Paper, so that more people would be aware of
animal cruelty.

When contacted, the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA) sent its inspector to find the cat with Mr Suppiah.

She was taken to SPCA's clinic, where a vet examined her.
With the help of medicated cream and antibiotics, she is
expected to recover in about a week.

SPCA will work with the Animal Lovers League to get the cat
adopted.

Said Mrs Cathy Strong, the league's president: 'In case we can't
find a home, we'll get sponsors for her upkeep. It's only $30 a
month, it's not much.'
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SPCA executive officer Deirdre Moss said: 'We want to thank Mr
Suppiah for coming forward. Because he took steps to prevent
further injury by removing the rubber bands, we were able to treat
the cat.

'In view of previous incidents, it's not an option to release her back
into the same area so we will make every effort to rehome her.'

Usually, friendly or tame stray cats such as this one are more likely
to be victims of extreme animal abuse, she added.

Could the feeding of strays make them more trusting of humans
and therefore more vulnerable to abuse?

Ms Moss said it's hard to generalise because many factors, such as
genetics, make up an animal's temperament.

She urged people to be more vigilant against animal cruelty, report
the crime immediately and inform the SPCA if they see anything.

She said: 'As long as there's a witness, these people can be
charged...

'We'll follow up with the police and see what we can do for the
animal. Early treatment can save its life.'

Under the Animals and Birds Act, anyone found guilty of cruelty to
animals or of abandoning their pets faces a fine of up to $10,000
and up to a year in jail.
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